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Long Preston Playgroup                       

Registered Charity No: 1029288

	Name of Policy:


	Special Educational Needs

	Name of Setting:


	Long Preston Playgroup

	 Overall Aim of Statement:


	We aim to promote an inclusive environment where all children, whatever theirs needs, can learn and develop in 

a happy, caring and educational environment.
Children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty, which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.

Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) have difficulties or disabilities that make it harder for them to learn the most of the children of the same age.  They may need extra help in areas of their development such as communication, physical skills, learning or behaviour.  Many children will have SEN of some kind at some time.  Early identification is essential in order to support the child and help them to achieve their potential.

We aim to adapt our routine, activities and environment to allow all children to participate.  Through detailed curriculum planning and organisation of resources, we aim to make all activities available to all children throughout Playgroup at a level appropriate to their developmental need.
We will follow the guidelines of the Special Educational Needs code of Practice.   We will followed a Graduated Response where a child appears not to be making progress.  This may require alternative approaches to learning.  Ongoing difficulties may indicate the need for help above that which is available in the setting. 

	Specific Objectives and Statements 
	1.  The SENCO for this setting is Liz Palmer
The role of the SENCO is to:
· Liaise with parents and other professionals in respect of children with special educational needs.

· Advise and support other practitioners in the setting.  
· Ensure that appropriate Individual Education Plans (IEP) are in place.

· Ensure that relevant background information about individual children with special educational needs if collected, recorded and updated.
   2.   Management

· The SENCO will take the lead in further assessment of the child’s particular strengths and weaknesses; in planning future support for the child in discussion with colleagues and other professionals; and in monitoring ad subsequently reviewing the action taken.  
· The SENCO will also ensure that appropriate records are kept including a record of children at Early Years Action, Early Years Action Plus and those that have a Statement of Special Educational Needs.  

· The Key worker will usually be responsible for working with the child on a daily basis and for planning and delivering an individualised programme.

3. Admissions

· On admission to the Playgroup will work with parents/carers to ensure that any additional requirements are in place before the child begins at the setting.
· A settling in review will be carried out no later than 3 months of the start date to ensure that arrangements are working satisfactorily. 

4. Specialism

· We would aim to have regular training in areas of Special Educational Needs as part of our continual professional development (CPD) to ensure that there is a broad area of expertise in the setting.  
· We would endeavour to assign a key worker with relevant experience and skills to the child.

· The SENCO will attend the SENCO network meetings for continuing professional development.

5. Resources

· We will endeavour to provide specific equipment and resources to enable a child with special educational needs to experience a wide range of activities.
· We will adapt, where possible, existing materials and equipment to ensure participation.

6. Identification, assessment and review

Noting a concern
When staff have initial concerns, they will jointly complete a ‘what is our concerns’ sheet.  Observations will be carried out and possible strategies may be put in place after informal discussions with parents/carers.  These concerns may also be shared with Early Years Foundation Stage Consultant.

Reviewing concerns

Following a period of time there will be a review of the situation to access whether in strategies have improved the situation.  If the concerns still exist we will begin to plan support for the child at SEN Early Years Action.

SEN Early Years Action 
At this stage the child will have a written plan of support or Individual Education Plan (IEP).  The IEP will be drawn up in consultation with parents/carers.  The SENCO will then ensure that the IEP is implemented within the setting.  However it is the responsibility of the whole team to ensure that the child is being supported.  A copy of the IEP will be given to the parents/carers, one copy is to be placed in the child’s file and another copy can be discretely displayed to ensure that all staff are aware of its implications.  The IEP will be reviewed at regular periods to be amended, to assess its effectiveness and assess the child’s progress.

SEN Early Years Action Plus 
A child will be added to Early Years Action Plus once another agency such as the Speech and Language therapist becomes involved.   The help of such specialists will be sought with parents/carers permission and in consultation with them at IEP reviews.  
At this stage should progress still be limited a request can be made for the involvement of an Early Years Advisory Teacher.  The request can be made through the Early Years Foundation Stage Consultant.

Statutory Assessment
Should the child’s progress still cause concern, it maybe necessary, in consultation with parents/carers and any external agencies that have been involved to request the LEA to carry out a statutory assessment.  All early years statements will be reviewed at six monthly intervals with all involved invited to consider whether any amendments need to be made.  
7. Complaints

· Should parents/carers wish to complain about the procedures that have been put in place for the child – they should refer to the Complaints Policy for the procedures that will be followed
8. Transition Review
· All children who are on the SEN register at Early Years Action, Early Years Action Plus or have a Statement of Special Educational Needs will have a Transition Review Meeting to involve present setting, Parents/carers and representatives from the child’s new setting.   

9. Partnership with Parents

· Playgroup values and welcomes parents/carers to play an active role in their child’s education.

· Parents will have access to information, advice and support that has been given in relation to their child.  

· Staff will be sensitive to parents/carers feeling will welcome their involvement.

Relevant Legislation

SEN revised Code of Practice

199 children’s Act 

Children’s Act 2006

Disability Discrimination Act 1995

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child



	Useful Websites:


	www.ofsted.gov.uk
www.everychildmatters.gov.uk
www.pre-school.gov.uk


	References to other relevant policies:


	Equal Opportunities, Complaints, Admissions, Behaviour

	Policy Monitoring and Evaluation Information:


	Reviewed according to date below and/or when there are changes to local or national guidelines. 
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